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SHORT DESCRIPTION

"Circle of Unity" is a conceptual garment that transforms industrial waste and
reclaimed textiles into a narrative of resilience. Centred around a sculptural oblate
spheroid, the piece explores the tension between entrapment and liberation. It serves
as a core contribution to the MUSE Project by highlighting the intersection of
sustainable craftsmanship and the lived experiences of displaced women.

ARTISTIC INSPIRATION

This piece translates experimental workshop forms into a literal structural statement.
By combining two discarded industrial fans, | created an oblate spheroid—a shape that
mirrors the Earth itself. The significance of this form is twofold: historically, the
discovery of the Earth'’s true spheroidal shape accelerated colonisation and the
subsequent displacement of indigenous peoples. Within the context of the "Darkness
into Light" collection, the spheroid represents a cage or a state of entrapment.
However, the translucent hosiery stretched over this frame allows light to penetrate,
suggesting that even from within a "cage," the world remains visible and hope persists.

SUSTAINABILITY

Materials Used

Reused / Recycled / Sustainable

« Industrial Fans: Salvaged from waste streams and welded into a circular frame; their
status as waste serves as a commentary on global warming.

« Hosiery: Sourced from vintage deadstock.

- Wool Beading: Reclaimed from a personal archive of vintage textiles.

- Cotton for Hands: Repurposed from discarded bedding and table linens.
- Stuffing: Salvaged from end-of-life puffer garments.

« Chain: Repurposed keyrings salvaged from event lanyards.

Eco-responsible Methods

Every component of this garment was diverted from a waste stream. The industrial fans
were the only elements requiring structural modification, achieved through the skills of
a local blacksmith to prevent the materials from entering a landfill. All other construction
methods—such as hand-stitching and intricate assembly—were low-impact and
energy-efficient.

Tonya Lehtinen

Tonya Lehtinen holds a BA in Graphic Design and is the founder of
Vogue Xchange, a social enterprise dedicated to circular fashion. Her
work centres on the intrinsic value of textiles as a catalyst for social and
environmental change. As an activist, Tonya exposes the inequities of
the fast-fashion industry through community-led education.

She manages the resale of pre-owned clothing and facilitates creative
workshops specializing in upcycling,
botanical dyeing, and other regenerative practices.
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